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Pergunte ao Euca Expert /  Ask the Euca X  Pert

www.eucalyptus.com.br
www.celso-foelkel.com.br
Perguntas: / Questions


___________________________________________________

Pergunta nº: 490 /Question nº: 490

Título: /Title: Water balance in the Eucalyptus plantations.
      Por: / By: Neil McCubbin
E-mail: nmccubbin@mccubbin.ca
Questão:  /Question:

Hello Celso,

I would like to pick you brains.

Every second environmental group these days seems to be criticizing the Eucalyptus plantations for “consuming” most of the rainfall, and causing the soils to dry out, the water table to drop etc.

I saw a number that it takes 50 kg water to make a kg of wood. Is that realistic? 

Where does the 49 or so kg that is not incorporated in the tree go? Obviously there is some evaporation from the leaves etc. Is this more or less than the evaporation from native forest or open prairie?

How much of the evaporated water falls again as rain later, but still in the general region? We were taught at school that deforestation in warm climates leads to desertification, because the forests hold the rainfall.

After 40 years or so of Eucalyptus plantation in southern Brazil, I have not heard of any water problems. Have you?

If you can refer me to any serious studies of the issue, it would be interesting.

Neil McCubbin 

_______________________________________________

Resposta por Celso Foelkel: / Answer by Celso Foelkel:

My special friend Neil, thanks for your worries and comments. You are absolutely right, there is no reason for such dispair and for the horrible things the environmentalists are saying about our Eucalyptus forests. 

For improving the understanding about this issue, I have recently written an article about the water consumption by the Eucalyptus plantation forests. 

I hope I may deserve you reading, please find the article at: 

http://www.eucalyptus.com.br/newseng_set07.html#quatorze 

In case of any doubt, please let me know. 

Hope the weather may be mild this coming winter for you in Quebec. 

Regards 

Celso
__________________________________________________

Outros Comentários:  /  Other Comments:  

Por: / By:  
E-mail: 

___________________________________________________
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